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warm an admirer. The realism of Borneo und Julia
auf dem Dorfe is the realism, freed from the dross of
details that do not matter, of UK der Knecht and Elsi,
die selfsame Magd: it is the essentially national element
in Keller's work ; the romanticism is only the German
literary varnish. One cannot help regretting that
in after years, Keller, distrustful, it may have been,
of his nation's ability to stand alone, and insistent
on German Switzerland's solidarity in literature with
the North, gave his Romeo und Julia no successor.
He fell back—unfortunately, if one may say so without
seeming ungrateful for not a few masterpieces—into
that complacent mid-century German "idealism",
which for a generation successfully resisted the
clamorous knocking at the door of a more virile
literary art,
Die drei gemhten Kammacher with its admirably
characterized types of Saxon, Bavarian and Swabian,
and still better, the delightful Ztis Biinzlin, to whose
hand they aspire, shows Keller's powers as a humorist
at their best. The Keller devotee is, indeed, inclined
to regard the ability to appreciate this story as a kind of
passport to the circle of the faithful Most readers,
however, would probably have liked to see a little less
farcicality in the baroque close (the race by which
the three apprentices decide their claim to their
bankrupt master's business), and a little less acerbity
in the decision of their ultimate fates. But that is
perhaps, after all, the real Keller flavour in the story.
The second volume of Seldwyla novels, which
did not appear until 1874, is of inferior interest to the
first. Der Schmied seines Gltickes, and Die miss-
brauchten Liebesbriefe* are both early productions,
written in Keller's Berlin days. The former seems
to me, with its grotesque humour, to deserve a higher
place than Keller's admirers are inclined to give it;
1 The second of these appeared in an English translation, together with
Clothes make the Man and 'Dietegen, in Gottfried Keller : A selection of his Tales,
with Memoir, by Mrs. Freiligrath Kroeker, London, 1891 ; re-issued in 1894,
under the title : Clothes maketh Man, and other Swiss stories.

